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Winchester 41 Club Raise £4,000 for local Motor Neurone Disease
Association in Southampton 

Winchester 41 Club Chairman
Tom Dierckx recently presented a
cheque for £4,000 to the
Southampton branch of the Motor
Neurone Disease Association
(MNDA).

The presentation was particularly
significant as Winchester 41 Club
President Graeme Sewell (pictured
holding the cheque) was
diagnosed with MND in October
2022.

Graeme has been a member of Winchester 41 Club for the last 23 years and has been
Chairman (twice!), and still attends meetings whenever possible.     
 The funds were raised through a combination of events over the last 18 months
including the annual Winchester Peddle, Paddle, Pace (a triathlon with a difference
organised by the Winchester Round Table Family to support local charities and
community groups), a Winchester 41 Club fund-raising Ceilidh, organised by the IPC
Conor Gately, as well as working in partnership with Winchester Round Table at their
annual Bonfire & Fireworks display.  
 MNDA focuses on improving access to care, research and campaigning for those
people living with or affected by MND.

At a local level this means they sit alongside the NHS & the Hospice and the funds they
receive are used to produce a monthly newsletter, provide advice on applying for
disability benefits, grants for equipment to help with quality of life, plus regular
meetings and days out.



 

On a practical level each person is assigned an Associate Visitor who is available to
talk through all aspects of their condition and the support that may be available to
them and their partner. 

Winchester 41 Club Chairman Tom Dierckx commented “we are pleased to have had
the opportunity to support MNDA at a local level and we hope our contribution will
help in the good work that the MNDA carries out.”

“Winchester 41 Club have adopted a small community role and would like to help
make a difference within the local community whilst at the same time supporting our
younger club, Winchester Round Table. This is also a reason why a large number of
Winchester Round Table members are transitioning into Winchester 41 Club as
charity is close to their hearts.” 
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Welcome to the February Newslettter

Dave

Welcome to the June edition of the
newsletter. We are halfway through
the year yet still waiting for summer
to fully arrive. However, it means the
start of the events period, the
international AGM was held in
Marrakesh over the weekend of May
31st to 2nd June where Barry
Durman passed on the International
Presidency of 41 Club International.
Congratulations on a very successful
year. 

Forthcoming events start with the National Classic Car
Rally on June 21st, then the National Caravan and
Camping Rally on 13th to 16th September. There are
several other National Events including Membership
Roadshows. Full details of all are available on the
website.

Many clubs will be holding their own events and this
year there are many important Charters ending in a
zero making them special. So please send articles or
reports on events for the newsletter, magazine and
website – photographs too, for sharing the good times,
please keep the copy coming.

Have a great, successful and enjoyable summer.



Wynn Parry
National President 2024-
25

It’s been a couple of months since I became your National President and it’s been a busy
time. I have been travelling up and down the country visiting clubs along the way.

As I announced at the AGM, a review of all aspects of our Association is currently being
undertaken, meetings have been held, more are scheduled and we are on course to
present the initial findings at the July National Council Meeting. In line with my strapline
for the year of “Your Opinion Counts”, we want you to tell us what you think about 41
Club, whether it be good or bad. Primarily we want to know what you’d like to change,
why and what your solution is.

The Membership roadshows are starting at the end of June, the first one being in Leeds
on the 29th June with 5 or 6 others schedule throughout the year around the country, I
encourage all clubs to send a representative to one of these roadshows. The XRT
initiative is gathering momentum and I’ve already been involved in the Chartering of 2
XRT new Clubs, L.O.T.S. XRT and Chester XRT with a total of 17 new members.

In the May I attended the Round Table AGM in Bournemouth, Wolverhampton’s 60th
Charter, Eastbourne’s 75th Charter, Ringwood’s 60th Charter and Calpe’s Charter, I also
visited Birmingham Jewellery Quarter and Huddersfield Pendragon, Deeside, Chester
Grosvenor Knights and City of London. All really great events of fun and fellowship. I
have received generous donations to my Charities and the responses to the “Your
Opinion Counts“ initiative has been reassuring. I have a busy schedule ahead of me, in
June by time this newsletter is published I will have been to Marrakech, representing 41
Club GB&I at the 41 International AGM. In June there are 13 club visits in the diary along
with the Classic Car Rally, the Past Presidents weekend and last but not least the
Tangent President’s Charity lunch and World Record attempt.

I am pleased to take this opportunity to welcome all of the new members to the Board
& Council, thank them for their commitment to our Association and I look forward to
working with them over the next few years.

Wynn Parry







I am honoured and privileged to have
been elected as your National Vice
President at our recent National
Conference in Liverpool. I would just
like to take this opportunity to say
thank you to Past Treasurer, Kevin
Lovett, for stepping up and his
dedication to the Association; I know
he will continue to deliver for 41 Club
in the future! I am very much looking
forward to the year ahead working
with the National Council and
President Wynn as ‘Your Opinion
Counts’ and we are keen to consult
with the membership to move our
Association forward.

Jason Thompson
National Vice President 2024-

25

As Vice President, my role is to lead the Forward Planning committee, whose
primary task is to help steer and shape the future of our Association for the benefit
of us all. The National Council have agreed a full review of the Association and
approved the Terms of Reference which I have coordinated writing. The review will
comprise of two working streams, Service Delivery and Governance & Structure,
both will cover the 7 pillars outlined in the 41 Club strategy and will overlap
ensuring we have integrated and coherent outcomes

One of the main points I made in my speech at the National AGM was that there
are so many accomplished members in our Association, and we can achieve so
much more when we pool our ideas, skills and enthusiasm. Put simply, we need to
team up and get stuck in. The involvement of our members is important, and the
review includes fifteen members who have put themselves forward to support this
pivotal piece of work, with set timelines for delivery. I look forward to working with
them over these next 12 months. Maybe you would be interested in joining one of
the seven committees that we have; (Membership, Fellowship, Finance and Admin
for example) if so, please get in touch…be part of the present to deliver the
future!



Part of the review will draw on information gathered from the recent survey that I
led on. We now know the demographic of our membership, have the facts to work
with and can see the opportunities available to us. The results of the survey coupled
with the outcomes from our review will support us in formulating 41 Club’s future;
developing a vision and aspiration for its growth!

I also made clear in my speech that membership matters most. We need to respond
to the needs of our existing members whilst working to attract new ones.

In terms of retaining members, communication, both external and internal, is vital
in keeping you informed, engaged, and interested and is crucial in bringing us
together as a cohesive whole. I want to help you maximise your membership so
that you know what is happening, what is available and what support there is on
offer.

But we also need to work on recruiting members by reaching out and
reintroducing those who never followed over from Table to 41 Club or asking a like-
minded friend along to a meeting. And some of us may even want to consider a
different structure, model or profile for a club as long as it meets the interests of
members. Also, by raising our external profile, sharing our good news stories,
shouting about how great we are at giving back and showing how we are still
doing more, people will know more about the contribution we make to society and
could be motivated to join.

The more members, the more collaboration, the more resources, the more
success!

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you want to discuss any of the above or are
keen to be involved in the future direction of the Association. I look forward to
meeting up with many of you in the near future and seeing first-hand the continued
fellowship which is the fabric of our Association.

YiCF

Jason Thomson - JT

vicepresident@41club.org



 National Membership Officer  
Peter McBride

http://roadshows.41clubevents.co.uk/






Two Diamonds Found in Market Harborough 

It all started in 1964 in Ashby de la Zouche, a
market town in Leicestershire when Tony
Wren joined Round Table and the following
week his wife Pat joined Ladies Circle. Back
in the day, Pat could only join Ladies Circle if
she was married to a Round Tabler – how
times have changed thankfully.

Tony has been in the Chair of Market Harborough 41 Club twice but has been
outdone by Pat who has not only been Chair of Market Harborough Tangent twice
but also Chair of both Ashby de la Zouche and Market Harborough Ladies Circles.

Over the years they have been involved in everything going on in the Market
Harborough Round Table Family - 60 years of twinning with Halle Round Table and 41
Club in Belgium; running a major fund raiser with Fanny and Jonnie Craddock; the
Market Harborough Carnival and going to many Round Table and 41 Club
conferences as you can see as Tony tries to hide his modesty at a Round Table
National Conference. 

And so, this year we come to the Diamond Jubilee of Tony and Pat being members of
the Round Table Family - we think that makes them a unique couple but please let us
know if you can match their achievement.

After 6 years in Ashby de la Zouche Round
Table and Ladies Circle, they arrived in
Market Harborough in 1970 and
immediately became a formidable driving
force in the local Round Table Family.

In recognition of his dedicated
service to the Club, Chairman Astley
Sharples presents Tony with an
engraved tankard – unfortunately
not filled. 



https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/multiple-sclerosis-therapy-centre-norfolk


https://mstcn.org.uk/




Essex Ex-Tablers converge in style at Region 18 Cluster Night
Monday, March 11th saw a gathering
of seventy ex-Tablers meet at the Best
Western Ivy Hill Hotel just outside
Chelmsford. Twenty-three different 41
Clubs were represented and were
roundly well fed, watered and
‘entertained’.

The night had been themed as “An Evening of Old Friends and Old Jokes – and maybe
some new ones, too.” This objective was achieved beyond expectations.  Chelmsford
41 Club hosted the evening and, boasting John Spence CBE DL, as its Chairman for the
Year certainly had more than a head start in delivering on the theme. We welcomed, as
the Guest Speaker, (and offensively as The Entertainment) the one, and only, Gerard
O’Herlihy which was this pairs first joint event since the celebration of Round Tables’
80th Charter with HRH Prince Phillip in attendance. Both men were exceptional on the
night and reminded many in the room that they were still probably the best after
dinner Speakers in either Round Table or 41 Club, and they left the audience wanting
more, for certain.

A myriad of Star Guests included the current and two past 41 Club National Presidents;
four past RTBI National Presidents - of which two were also past International RTBI
Presidents - and one is now, also, the National President elect for 41 Club. National
Officers and Councillors also made the effort to attend the function – and they all
added to a splendid evening of fun, fellowship and real belly laughs. Oh yes, there
were some substantive, but all bought and paid for, bellies!!

Organiser and MC, David Campbell, steered the evening and enjoyed the support of
some past Essex Legends with Grace from Bill Hollis, a Loyal Toast from John Barnes
and a Vote of Thanks from Jim Conway. Steve James gave an update on National
41Club with his Presidential Year ending shortly, and Jason Thomson updated us of the
newly elected Region 18 National Councillor.

An outstanding event was enjoyed by all in attendance and was a fantastic reminder
that we can still replicate the great nights we loved in Round Table. Some guests wore
their red and cream ’deck chair’ jackets to celebrate 20 years since Essex hosted the
National Conference in Southend-on-Sea! More would have – especially your Reporter,
if only it still fitted him!



Gerard O’Herlihy was most generous in requesting a donation to Prostate Cancer in
lieu of any gift or expenses, which enabled Chelmsford to provide President Steve
with £300.00 for his Presidential Charity. Thanks to those that attended and especially
to those who made the effort to travel a distance to be with us. We already have a
date earmarked for next year – so keep an eye out for news to follow soon.

Of all the memories that the evening gave
us, Gerard left us with a timely and
heartfelt reminder – get a PSA Test
undertaken by your GP for early detection
and timely intervention for Prostate
Cancer. My sincere thanks again to Gerard
for his part in an outstanding night.

Help Graham and the “House of Hope”
The Round Table Family Appeal for the Ukraine

We are sure you already know that the Round Table Family has been providing much
needed humanitarian aid to the people of the Ukraine since the war started, directed
through the Round Table Family Foundation Germany (Stiftung Round Table Family
Deutschland) and in particular their Convoys of Hope. Support from 41 Clubs and
individual 41ers has been outstanding but as the war continues, help is needed even
more. That’s why the Round Table Family are at the forefront in supporting the House
of Hope, a much-needed sanctuary in Moldova for Ukrainian refugees.

IT WILL ONLY TAKE 10 MINUTES
We could tell you in detail about the House of Hope but instead of doing that, we just
ask you to pause and take 10 minutes of your time to watch a couple of videos which
will show you, far better than words, what the Round Table Family’s support means to
the House of Hope and Pastor Kirill – the driving force of the House Of Hope.

A short video presentation of progress at the
House of Hope - well 10 mins



WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?

You will remember that earlier in the year we told you
Graham Hunter, the Chairman of London Old Tablers Society
(LOTS) has “Taken the Pledge” for the whole of 2024 and a lot
of people have already offered to donate £10 to the House of
Hope for every stone in weight that he loses.

To date Graham has lost 2 stone but is still “Keeping the
Pledge” until the final weigh in at the 2024 European Capitals
Meeting (ECM) in Copenhagen on Saturday 28th September.

In Graham’s own words “4 stone = 25 kg or 1 bag of plaster. A
25kg bag of plaster costs approximately £10.00 at most DIY
stores, which will cover approximately 10m2 of a wall. £10.00
is how much we are asking for each stone of weight I lose
before the ECM in September. If I achieve my target, each
sponsor will have helped buy at least 4 bags of plaster.

So far, I have lost 2 stone, so each generous soul could buy 2 bags each. Help me and the
House of Hope cover those walls”.

So, join everybody who is already sponsoring Graham for as much as you want. Just email
ralph.preston99@gmail.com how much you want to sponsor him for and once we have had
the final weigh in on September 28th, we will let you know the cost of your sponsorship.

Once all the sponsorship money has been collected, we will make a donation on behalf of
“Graham’s Pledge” to the House of Hope.

Or, you can simply make a donation either as an individual or as a Club by transferring money
to London Old Tablers’ Society [“LOTS”] at 40-26-07 a/c # 01378384 with the reference “HOPE
____________” followed by your surname or Club name.

LOTS will pay the monies over to Stiftung Round Table Family Deutschland and the money will
be used directly by the Round Table Family to support House of Hope. (There are no hidden
charges so every £ raised is donated to House of Hope).

We will of course let you know the final result of Graham’s weigh in!!!

“HELP GRAHAM HELP THE HOUSE OF HOPE”.

Bob Parton (Germany Old Tablers 46 Karlsruhe) and Ralph Preston (London Old Tablers
Society)

mailto:ralph.preston99@gmail.com




Insurance Review

Accidents do happen - and so do claims! 

During the past few months, we have reviewed our insurance programme to ensure
that clubs and members are protected as well as possible. This includes increasing
our Public Liability cover to £20m, particularly for national and large regional and
charitable events, reflecting increases in payout awards and the ‘No Blame’ culture. 

To assist clubs, we have published several documents providing information on our
current arrangements and advice on running events - the main one being the 41
Club Insurance Guide 2024 /25, which can be found on the website. 

This provides a summary of the policies and automatic cover being provided for the
majority of activities arranged by clubs. However, as with all insurance policies there
are always exclusions and conditions in respect of specific activities and examples of
these, where special arrangements are required are also included. 

It recommended that clubs read the insurance guide as cover may need to be
reviewed to meet the requirements of individual club, area and / regional events,
especially if they are potentially hazardous or high-risk activities. 

Should questions arise please email insurance@41club.co.uk in the first instance or
contact our insurance brokers Bartlett’s – contact details on page 4 of the guide.

Other documents available on the website: 

41club Event Organisers Manual 

41club Event Planning Tool 

Health and Safety 

41club TWIMC (To whom it may concern) letter providing written evidence of our
Public Liability cover often required by third parties where events are being held. 









IRO Report  

Finnish AGM IKalinnen

It was a very early morning departure to catch the first of the morning’s flights as I set
off for my first trip of 2024 to the Finnish AGM in Ikalinnen. I was flying to Amsterdam
with a connecting flight to Helsinki where I would then be picked up by Andy, the
Finnish IRO. At Schipol I met up with a Swiss 41er who was on the same flight as me to
Helsinki. Having landed at Helsinki, we both received a text from KLM saying that our
luggage had not come with us and would be sent on the next flight. Immediately I had
visions of emergency clothes buying, but in all fairness, KLM had our luggage at the
hotel the next day.  

Andy the Finnish IRO picked us up at the Airport and following a bite to eat and a stop
off at a local brewery we then drove for 3 hours to Ikalinnen. Arriving at the hotel, we
then spotted familiar faces and spent the night catching up.  Suffice to say, given the
beer and food costs I was not going to be drinking much. 

The international welcome was held on Friday lunchtime and by that time our numbers
had swelled considerably, including Barry Durman 41 Club International President.  
The next event was a traditional Finnish smoke sauna which turned into a bit of a
competition to see who could last the longest as the temperature rose. Needless to
say, there were a variety of spirits consumed and although a couple of mad Finns
rolled in the snow, there was no way I was going that far! 

The evening’s Friday night entertainment was country bumkin style, so lots of people
dressed in farmer’s outfits and dancing to a Country and Western band. Line dancing
was the order of the night and even I surprised myself by actually doing a dance or
two, given that I have two left feet!  

On the Saturday morning, we were introduced
to the AGM and then once wrapped up
warmly, proceeded to have a morning of crazy
Finnish snow sports. These included teams
racing against each other, with teams of 4
being attached to very long skis. It wasn’t long
before  there  were  a  few  pile-ups.  The   next 

game was pushing a sledge around an obstacle course, followed by how quickly teams
could aim and fire tennis balls into a bucket at a faraway distance. Although it was
bitterly cold, the whole morning was a good laugh.

National IRO

Kevin Stewart



The gala dinner at night had reindeer on the menu. It was like having venison at home,
followed by a few local delicacies. We danced the night away to traditional Finnish folk
tunes along with a variety of modern songs as well-the Finns certainly know how to
waltz.

In the morning it was time to say goodbye and back to the airport, but that journey was
certainly an eye opener. There had been a fall of snow during the night and although
the motorway was ploughed to a certain extent, there was still 2 lanes of traffic
hammering along at 75mph on compacted snow. As Andy, the Finnish IRO
commented, having winter tyres and being taught to drive on snow was nothing to the
ordinary Finn.

I arrived home late Sunday evening and happy to report that this time my luggage did
accompany me! 

Belgium 50th Charter Celebrations 

The following Friday, it was another early start as I set of for the Belgium 41 Club 50th
Charter Celebrations in Brussels, accompanied by my partner in crime Colin McKenzie,
Region 1 National Councillor. This time there were no baggage delays as it was a direct
flight. However, going with Ryanair was to an airport south of Brussels and that meant
a further hour in a bus and a taxi to reach our hotel.



On the Saturday we were taken on a guided tour of the important buildings in Brussels
and the iconic tourist sites, which included a certain couple of mannequin statues.
Brussels is an interesting mix of the old and the modern, from the old gothic squares
and cathedral to the modern train stations and office blocks.  

The views from the very top were spectacular and not having a head for heights I didn’t
go near the viewing windows again after my first look down! We were then treated to
an excellent meal with a few local delicacies tried as well-the Belgians certainly know
how to do waffles! 

The weather on the Friday night wasn’t
great with heavy rain, but the venue
where we had dinner certainly made up
for it. We were taken to the Atomium, a
sci-fi like futuristic structure built for the
1958 world expo. Exploring it was a cross
between a light and music show and the
corridors of the original star trek
spaceship, The Enterprise.

We then met up with a few 41ers for lunch and then headed to one of the famous bars
in Brussels. With 200 beers on tap that would lead anyone astray!!!  During the
afternoon we met up with our hosts along with other internationals and more 41ers
from GB & I. 

In the evening, we attended the HYM, which was conducted in 3 languages, French,
German and English. What was interesting to note was that the Belgians were also
conducting member surveys to determine the way forward for the organisation.  The
banner exchange then followed, with a very relaxed and informal buffet meal before
the main entertainment of the night. This gave me and Colin, helped by dispensing
considerable amounts of whisky, the chance to sell our AGM in Aviemore in 2025.  

The evening was finished off by a well-known Belgian popstar from the 90s singing her
hits, but the music was certainly not to any ears from GB & I and we decided enough
was enough and went back to the hotel. However, waiting for our Uber ride back was
interesting as Belgian Farmers that night were in protest mode with tractors blocking
roads and a hefty police presence as well.

The next morning was an early start back home, which was a treat for me as most of
my return flights so far have been late evenings. 
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ALGARVE 41 CLUB 

Riding for the Disabled Barlavento

Algarve 41 Club recently presented Riding for the Disabled Barlavento, Bensafrim,
Lagos, https://www.riding4disabled.com/en/contact-rdb/ with a cheque for 500 Euros,
the presentation was made by the current Chairman Michael Brown.

Algarve 41 Club Chairman, Michael
Brown, presenting Riding for the

Disabled with a cheque.

Riding for the disabled was started 15 years ago by Frank Bulmer, a past Chairman of
Algarve 41 Club, and is totally dependent on donations from many different sources.

The organisation holds three sessions per week on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings and can accommodate multiple riders per session. Most riders require three
helpers - horse leader and two side walkers, volunteers are very welcome and willing
to offer their services will be given full training.

Each session is conducted by a fully qualified instructor.

The therapy on horses utilises the rhythmic, three-dimensional movement of a walking
horse. A client appropriately positioned on the horse experiences and responds to
significant sensory input. This positions them ideally to develop postural control,
equilibrium reactions, balance, co-ordination and spatial orientation. There are also
psychological, speech, language and cognitive benefits.

Horse riding is particularly beneficial for pupils who have profound and multiple
learning difficulties as it provides a multi-sensory experience which is hard to replicate
in any other environment.

41 Club members or Ex Round Tablers who are interested in finding out more about
what we do should contact our club secretary i.e. Mike Trice: Email
mike.trice46@gmail.com.

Mike Burton, Communications Officer, Algarve 41 Club








